Baptism Policy

of Taupo Baptist Church
Taupo, New Zealand

Matthew 28:19: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

There are six ‘Articles of faith’ which are the basis of all the Baptist churches in New Zealand who are
part of the Baptist Union of NZ. The 6™ article is “The immersion of believers as the only scriptural
form of baptism”. Taupo Baptist Church believes that baptism is an important step of obedience for
adult believers; a sign of an individual’s faith in Christ and their commitment to following Him. It is a
sacrament that has a profound effect on the life and faith of the believer.

Baptism by immersion as a believer is the expected practice of Taupo Baptist Church wherever
possible.

Baptisms should be performed by a mature Christian.

Baptism is within the context of the local congregation, so people who are baptised are encouraged
to consider their commitment as not only to the Lord but also to his body, in our case Taupo Baptist
Church. Hence, baptisms are to take place publicly. If they do not take place in a Sunday service, they
are to be publicly announced the week before so that anyone can attend if they so wish.

Baptisms should not take place until an appropriate ministry leader has met with the person and
affirmed their suitability. This should happen early in the process, before dates and planning for the
event have occurred.
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