Lifegroup Study 17 August 2025
We have already looked at the church as:

1. The people of God
2. The family of God

Now it is time to gain more insight into this mysterious but glorious entity we call ‘church’.

3. The body of Christ.

Why might the apostle Paul choose to liken the church to a human body?

Part 1. Spiritual Gifts in the body fo Christ — 1 Corinthians 12 to 14.

1Cor12:12-20

12 just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. > For we
were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all
given the one Spirit to drink. * Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.

15 Now if the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason
stop being part of the body. 1 And if the ear should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,” it
would not for that reason stop being part of the body. ¥’ If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 8 But in fact God has placed the
parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. *° If they were all one part, where would the
body be? ?° As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

The Church in Corinth had problems with pride over use of spiritual gifts. How might this passage above have helped
them?

Consider these references to spiritual gifts

o 1 Cor 14:1. Eagerly desire spiritual gifts.

e | Cor 12:7. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

e 1 Cor 12: 31 ‘But eagerly desire the greater gifts’

e 1 Cor 14:39-40. So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in
tongues. “° But all things should be done decently and in order.

a) Should spiritual gifts be desired in the church?

b) How might we act in and before our meetings if we do genuinely desire the operation of spiritual gifts?
c) What s the purpose of spiritual gifts?

d) What problems can result from the use (or abuse) of spiritual gifts?

This idea is paralleled in Ephesians 4:11-16

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind
of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. *° Instead, speaking the truth
in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. *° From
him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as
each part does its work.

a) What does it look like when members of the body act as supporting ligaments? Discuss examples.



b) How many people in a church have influence? Discuss.
c) Are we together beginning to approximate Jesus — as his body — to the watching world by ‘attaining to the
whole measure of the fulness of Christ.” Do we get the massive cosmic scope of that????

Part 2. One New Humanity. Ephesians 2 and 3.

Discussion questions. What do you think of these terms or phrases?

1. Online church
2. Being saved to a personal relationship with God
3. Intergenerational church

Ephesians 2:14-16

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall
of hostility, ¥ by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in
himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, ¢ and in one body to reconcile both of them to God
through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.

a) We know that the cross obliterated the division between Jews and Gentiles as both groups were forgiven
and raised up in Christ, united as ‘one new humanity’.
o This unity has been achieved in Christ — a theological fact.
o This unity must be lived out in practice — how do we do that? Discuss.

Ephesians 3:10-11

His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly realms, ** according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

b) What style of church demonstrates who God really is to the spiritual realm? Describe this church.
c) Discuss the statement below

We all naturally gravitate to people very similar to us. Unity that pushes the devil off his perch in the sky is unity
between unlikely groups — when God’s saved people who would not naturally relate together, unite in genuine,
life-building relationships.

d) What are the implications of church being made up of very different sorts of people who only relate
together due to the gospel of Christ?
o Inefficient and messy?
e Not always comfortable?
e Sometimes a little threatening?
e Difficult to find agreement?
e Requires a spirit of contribution, conciliation and ‘can-do’, not consumerism, comfort-seeking or
combat?

Three application points to discuss
1. Can online church genuinely take the place of face-to-face church?
2. Should church be intergenerational church? Is this different to multigenerational? How so?
3. People being saved to an individual relationship with God? Is this all there is to say? Is there a ‘horizontal’

component?



Pray together in groups

e Pray for genuine unity, not superficial agreement.

e Pray for strong spiritual ligaments to connect us.

e Pray for us to grow in expectation and expression of spiritual gifts.

e Pray for the churches in Taupo to be one body as much as possible.

e Pray for God’s manifold wisdom to be displayed through our church and the other local churches.
e Pray that God’s reign extends and Satan’s influence shrinks through our unity.

e Pray that we display unity in our conversations and actions.

One body. Interconnected. Interdependent. Influenced by each part within it.



