Hosea 1:1-3:5 Lifegroup Study 31 August 2025
As a group, take ten minutes and read Hosea 1 to 3

1. What might surprise us about God'’s call on this prophet?
2. Discuss the statement that the book of Hosea is not written to us, but it is written for us.

Hosea 1:2-3

2When the LorD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, “Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have
children with her, for like an adulterous wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the LorD.” > So he married
Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.

1. Why would God tell a godly man to marry an unfaithful, promiscuous woman?

2. s it possible that our culture might somehow miss the severity of judgment and the extent of grace that
Hosea’s actions attempt to communicate? If so, why?

3. How good would it be if you were called to be a prophet in Old Testament times?

4. How can our lives sometimes act in a prophetic way for others to see?

Hosea 1:4-2:11

“Then the LoRD said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because I will soon punish the house of Jehu for the massacre at
Jezreel, and | will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. ° In that day I will break Israel’s bow in the Valley of Jezreel.”
¢ Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. Then the LorD said to Hosea, “Call her Lo-Ruhamah (which
means “not loved”), for I will no longer show love to Israel, that | should at all forgive them. 7 Yet | will show love
to Judah; and | will save them—not by bow, sword or battle, or by horses and horsemen, but I, the LORD their

God, will save them.” 2 After she had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son. ° Then the LORD said, “Call
him Lo-Ammi (which means “not my people”), for you are not my people, and | am not your God.

10 “yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place
where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,” they will be called “children of the living God.” 1! The people of
Judah and the people of Israel will come together; they will appoint one leader and will come up out of the

land, for great will be the day of Jezreel.

1. Do we have any difficult with the apparent contradictions in the passage above?
2. Discuss the quotes below by Duanne Garret.

‘This inconsistency is the language of the vexation of a broken heart—and it also reflects the mystery of a God
whose ways are above our ways.” Duane A. Garrett, Hosea, Joel, vol. 19A, The New American Commentary.

‘Hosea presents Israel with two contrary realities. On the one side is God’s rejection of them as an apostate
people as well as their certain doom, and on the other side is his covenant faithfulness. But Hosea does not try to
reconcile these two because to reconcile them would be to subordinate one to the other.” Duane A. Garrett,
Hosea, Joel, vol. 19A, The New American Commentary.

Hosea 3:1-3

The LoRD said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another man and is an
adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin
cakes.” 2So | bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. 3 Then I told her,
“You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and | will behave
the same way toward you.”

1. How do Hosea’s actions towards his wife mirror God’s actions towards Israel?
2. How easily can we reconcile God’s grace with the requirement to ‘sin no more’?
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Two applications to implement this week or to do together as a life group:

1. List all that you can identify as evil, deficient, or broken in your life. Give the list to God. Ask him to turn it
around and use it for good. We say ‘repent’ but the word is loaded with judgmental overtones. When we
try to repent we often condemn ourselves and make matters worse.

2. Pray each day, Pray each day, ‘Lord, help me to want for nothing in this life except what you know is best for
me, my family, my ministry, and the other people around me, and for your kingdom.’



