
Seeing to really see.  Church and Gospel Part 1. 10 August 2025 

Life group resource 

What comes to mind when we say ‘church’?  Discuss. 

What do we ‘see’ when we gaze at the stars on a clear night? 

Some facts about space that we do not readily ‘see’ when we gaze at the stars: 
 

• Our sun would fit 1 million earths (one earth into the sun every second for 12 days).   

• Some stars would fit 1000 suns (Betelguese) but they are pin pricks to us. 

• Light would circumnavigate our earth in 1/7
th second.  Commercial plane takes 2 days. 

• Light takes 9 minutes to reach us from the sun (150 million km – one Astronomical Unit).   

• One light year is 63 241 astronomical units or 9 500 000 000 000 km 

• If you travelled into space at light speed for a year you would only get a quarter of the way to our 
NEAREST star (Proxima Centauri) 

• Our Milky Way galaxy (like a misty thread in the sky) is 100 000 light years across.  You travel at light 
speed for 100 000 years and you are still within our galaxy! 

• Some pin pricks in the sky are galaxies.  Eg Andromeda.  2.5 million light years away. 
 

 

We gaze at the night sky and we don’t see the enormity of the universe.  Perhaps, when we ‘see’ the church we have 

a similar issue? 

Discuss Ephesians 1:17-19? 

17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 

revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that 

you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and 

his incomparably great power for us who believe. 

 

How does Scripture help us to ‘see’ the church?   

• People of God 

• Family of God……………………… 

• God’s temple (or building) 

• Body of Christ 

• Bride of Christ 

• Army of God (and the vine, the flock, and others)  

Question.  Can we really ‘see’ the church without the help of the Holy Spirit and Scripture? 

1. The people of God 

Read Galatians 3:7-9 
7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. 8 Scripture foresaw that God would 

justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed 

through you.” 9 So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 

 

a) In what ways was Israel called to mission? 

 

b) In what ways is the church today called to mission? 

 

c) What is the goal of mission?  See 1 Timothy 2:4 

 

Actual 

Metaphors 



2. God’s Family 

 

Ephesians 1:3-5.   

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 

every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in 

accordance with his pleasure and will…. 

a) What do we make of ‘every spiritual blessing’? 

 

b) Adoption to what?   

 

c) How does adoption in Roman culture help us to understand who we are in Christ? 

 

Romans 8:19-21. 
19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was 
subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom 
and glory of the children of God. 
 
a) What is creation ‘waiting for’ exactly? 

 

b) What do we have to do with the new creation? 

 

c) What do we think heaven will be like? 

 

Ephesians 2:6.  And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ 

Jesus…..   

 What are the implications of this for: 

a) Prayer? 

 

b) Spiritual warfare? 

 

c) Seeing heaven break into the present realm? 

 

 

 


