Study from Exodus 32 to 34 20" July 2025

Intro question. Have you ever ‘dropped that ball’ in a minor way but it had huge consequences? Discuss.

Read Exodus 32:1-6 where Aaron drops the ‘bull’.

When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron
and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we
don’t know what has happened to him.”

2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing,
and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. * He took what they
handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf (or bull), fashioning it with a tool. Then they said,
“These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.”

> When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to
the LORD.” © So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship
offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.

Did Aaron intend to promote idol worship?

Why were the Israelites so quick to act like pagans?

What was wrong with the festival / feast the following day?

Is the author drawing our attention to one of the Ten Commandments?
Is there a deliberate comparison between Aaron and Moses?
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Oxford Dictionary defines syncretism as ‘the amalgamation or attempted amalgamation of different religions,
cultures, or schools of thought.’

6. Is syncretism an issue in NZ churches?

A prayer that your group might like to pray before progressing to the next passages

Father, we come humbly, hungry, unhurried, knees bent, and hearts yielded.
We come to sit under your Word, to let it drizzle over us, seep into our bones, and saturate our minds.

We do not come as spiritual scavengers, looking down with vulture’s gaze, selectively choosing morsels that appeal.
We do not come as religious consumers, surveying the offerings and accepting only that which entertains, comforts,
or stimulates in some way.

We do not come as analysts or sceptics, hunting for inconsistencies or contradictions so we can rise and say ‘aha.’
Father, we come humbly, hungry, unhurried, knees bent, and hearts yielded.

We come to sit under your Word, to let it drizzle over us, seep into our bones, and saturate our minds.

We come to read, to eat, to drink, to wait, to meditate, to ponder, to wonder, to wrestle, to submit, to grow, to
change.

Amen

The God who is both transcendent (beyond us) and immanent/intimate (with us)

Read both of these passages and then discuss

Exodus 33:7-11. The Immanent, Intimate God Exodus 33:18-23. The Transcendent God.

7 Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside 18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”

the camp some distance away, calling it the “tent of

meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the LOrRD would go to 19 And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to
the tent of meeting outside the camp. 8 And whenever | pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my

Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and name, the LORD, in your presence. | will have mercy on
stood at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses | whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on
until he entered the tent. ° As Moses went into the

tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at




the entrance, while the LORD spoke with whom I will have compassion. ° But,” he said, “you
Moses. 1° Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud | cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.”
standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and

worshiped, each at the entrance to their 21 Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where
tent. 1 The Lorp would speak to Moses face to face, as | you may stand on a rock. > When my glory passes by, |
one speaks to a friend. Then Moses would return to will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with
the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did my hand until | have passed by. %3 Then I will remove
not leave the tent. my hand and you will see my back; but my face must

not be seen.”

1. Do these passages contradict each other?
2. Consider if it is possible to see God’s ‘face’ as per the quote below

‘To behold God face to face is to know him absolutely, to exhaust the depth of his being, to remove the last vestige
of mystery from the being of God.” Roy, L. Honeycutt.

3. Although it is tempting to reconcile the apparent contradiction, what do we gain if we hold both in tension
with each other?
4. Discuss the quote by Nicky Gumbell.

‘It is only when we understand the transcendence of God that we see how amazing his immanence is, and what a
huge privilege it is to be able to enjoy God’s intimate friendship.” Nicky Gumbel.

5. Moses had encountered God in the burning bush, on top of Mt Sinai, and in the tent of meeting (read
Exodus 34:29-35), and yet he asked God to show him his glory. Was Moses greedy?

‘We are transformed as we behold Jesus. We become like that which we worship.” Tony Merida

6. Do you agree with the quote by Merida?

Pray together, that we all grow in awareness of God’s transcendence and his immanence.

Pray together that we all hunger for his presence that will transform us and help us to be a transforming influence.



