
Exodus 7 to 10.  The Plagues 

Skim over Exodus 7 to 10.  This is the account of the first 9 plagues on Egypt. 

Before the first plague, this event occurs 

7:8-9  The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 9 “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Perform a miracle,’ then say to Aaron, 
‘Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh,’ and it will become a snake.” 

7:12-13  Each one threw down his staff and it became a snake. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. 13 Yet 
Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he would not listen to them, just as the LORD had said. 

Q 1.  Why does Pharaoh harden his heart to God’s power? 

The 9 plagues follow an interesting pattern. 

 

7:17  ‘This is what the LORD says: By this you will know that I am the LORD: With the staff that is in my hand I will 

strike the water of the Nile, and it will be changed into blood.’ 

Q 2. Why was the Nile attacked?  What is the significance of this?  

8:17-19  ‘…the dust will become gnats.” 17 They did this……. 18 But when the magicians tried to produce gnats by 
their secret arts, they could not.  19 the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s 
heart was hard and he would not listen, just as the LORD had said. 

Q 3. This time the magicians fail!  They admit the power of God at work.  Why does Pharaoh not recognise God’s 
supremacy and humble himself?  There could be several reasons. 

Q 4. Who do we identify with in the story so far? 

• Moses the hero, faithfully repeating God’s Word and demonstrating God’s power? 

• The captive Israelites in need of liberation, deliverance, salvation, rescue? 

• Hard-hearted, slow learner Pharaoh who clings tenaciously to his oppressive regime, protects his privilege 
and resists God? 

8:21-23 If you do not let my people go, I will send swarms of flies on you and your officials, on your people and into 
your houses. The houses of the Egyptians will be full of flies; even the ground will be covered with them.  22 “‘But 
on that day I will deal differently with the land of Goshen, where my people live; no swarms of flies will be there, 
so that you will know that I, the LORD, am in this land. 23 I will make a distinction between my people and your 
people. This sign will occur tomorrow.’” 

Q 5. Pharaoh says ‘Ok then.  Pray for me.’  Moses prays, the flies leave, and Pharaoh hardens his heart and changes 

his mind.  ‘You’re going nowhere!’  Lots of us want God to act to fix our problems, so we pray.  When prayer seems 

to solve the problem, where are our hearts before God?  Do we want God to deal with the underlying conditions 

that cause our afflictions? 

 



9:16-18   But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might 

be proclaimed in all the earth.  You still set yourself against my people and will not let them go. Therefore, at this 

time tomorrow I will send the worst hailstorm that has ever fallen on Egypt, from the day it was founded till now.  

Q 6. What do we think of this story so far? 

• How is Moses going in confronting systemic oppression and evil power structures?   

• Is Yahweh winning Pharaoh over? 

• Is progress unreasonably slow and difficult? 

• What is the end goal?  Pharaoh’s defeat?  Israel’s salvation?  God’s fame and glory?   

 

Q 7, Does Pharaoh demonstrate repentance?  Discuss.  He says ‘This time I have sinned.’  But the hails stops, and 
then the mood swings again.  See  2 Cor 7:10  ‘Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves 
no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.’ 
 

Q 8. What purpose do these 9 plagues serve? 

• God’s fame and glory?   

• God teaching perseverance? 

• God ultimately saving (after the tenth plague) 

Q 9. Where might we see ourselves in this story? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


